THE FEDERATED CHURCH OF THOMASTON
REPORTTOR THE YEARENDING DECEMBER 31, 2015
In preparation
for the Annual
Meeting
January 24, 2016
Rev. Vanessa

Winters

Official Call

The annual meeting of the Federated Church in Thomaston, 8 Hyler Street,
Thomaston, Maine, will be held on Sunday January 24, 2016 at 10:45 am in the
morning followed by a luncheon compliments of the Thomaston Boy Scouts;
snow date to be determined.
The purpose of the meeting is to receive annual reports, elect officers, pass a
proposed budget for 2016, and any other business that may be placed before the
body.
There will also be the opportunity to discuss any old or new business.

Marjorie Kinney
Moderator

8 Hyler Street
Thomaston Maine 04861

207-354-6105

AGENDA
Welcome
Opening Prayer - Rev. Vanessa Winters
Greetings from Maine Conference (UCC) and Mid Maine District (UMC)
Representatives UMC - Rev. Beverly Stenmark and UCC - Rev. Ineke Mitchell
Call to Order
Appointment of Recording Secretary Presentation of Annual Reports from Boards and Committees
Finance Committee Report
•
Budget-2016
• Vote
Elections
•
•
•

Boards and Committees
Conference Delegates (UMC & UCC)
Delegates to Midcoast Cluster (UMC) and Midcoast
Association (UCC)

Other Business
Adjournment
Benediction
There will be a spaghetti luncheon graciously provided by the Scouts after the
meeting!

8 Hyler Street
Thomaston Maine 04861

207-354-6105

THOMASTON FEDERATED CHURCH ANNUAL MEETING
January 15, 2015
The annual meeting of the Thomaston Federated Church was called to
order by Lay Leader and Moderator Marjorie Kinney at 10:45 AM in the
church sanctuary. There were 26 church members and three children
in attendance. Pastor Vanessa Colesworthy opened with a prayer for
guidance. This was followed by a short speech of welcome and
encouragement from each of our special guests; Beverly Stenmark,
UMC District Superintendent and Ineke Mitchell, UCC Association
Conference Minister.
Gail Robinson was appointed recording secretary.
Last year's annual meeting minutes were read and accepted with the
following amendment: Gerry Bearce was nominated to help Frances
Hernandez in the role of liaison with Scouts, not Gerry Zwick.
The Moderator's report was accepted with a correction made on the
month Pastor Annette Mott left our church from January to February.
The Deacons" Report was accepted after some discussion regarding
the Deacons' Fund which quarters collected in the offering plates on
the first Sunday of each month help replenish. It was suggested that a
reminder be printed in the weekly bulletin and that all change, not just
quarters, go into the fund that Sunday.
The following reports were read and accepted with no amendments
made:
STEWARDS: Sumner Kinney
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: Mimi Zwick
OUTREACH: Karen Wincapaw
CHURCH WOMEN: Barbara Forte

FINANCE: Arlene Woodman
The PERSONELL report was accepted after correcting the date of Pastor
Vanessa's inauguration to read November, not September. The
Nominating Committee recommended that Jerry Zwick become the
new Finance Secretary, replacing Sally Brooks after she has dedicated
many years of service in the position. Julie Brooks will be the alternate.
Lucy Carey will remain the UMC Delegate until someone is found to
replace her.
Robert Brown will be a deacon, John Tillis and Chris Winter will be
stewards. Mimi Zwick was added to the Personnel Committee. Marley
Tillis and Evelyn Castner were added to the Outreach Committee. Pam
Lubs will serve as Librarian with Gloria Dunphey as a possible assistant.
The Nominating Committee's report was accepted and approved
unanimously.
The proposed budget was reviewed. There was some discussion as to
where funds from bottle returns should go. It was determined that
they should go into the general fund instead of a camp fund because
we contribute to the Scouts.
Ineke Mitchell, UCC representative, suggested that we might want to
be considering a Pastor's equity housing fund in the future.
Lauds were given to Sumner Kinney for all his work on the budget. The
budget was unanimously accepted as written.
The motion was made at 11:45AM to adjourn the meeting and it was
done. A wonderful spaghetti luncheon was then served to the church
members by our wonderful Boy Scouts.
Respectfully submitted,
Gail Robinson, recording secretary

Pastor's Annual Report for 2015
Wow! Has it been another year already? It seems like just a few months ago that Chris and I
were moving into the parsonage on a snowy February day! But as I approach having been here
at the Federated Church for t w o years, I find myself with t w o years of great memories! Not only
has the church walked with me on my spiritual path as I learn and grow as a pastor, but also on
a personal note as well. Chris and I were married this past July and it was so wonderful t o have
the support of a wonderful church family as we start our life together.
And I feel very privileged t o be able t o say that our church family has grown this year! Our new
membership gatherings which took place this fall were a wonderful experience for me and
hopefully for those who were present as well. We had many meaningful and spiritually rich
conversations which culminated in four new members joining us—Stephanie and John Cross,
Rex Ritchie, and Gerry Zwick. Hopefully this church will be a blessing in their lives as much as
they will bless us with their unique talents and ideas. We also had a furry new member join
us—Ginger, a ministry dog who will offer a calming presence and a new jolt of energy into our
congregation!
There were many opportunities for those of you who call the Federated Church your home to
shine this past year and I am so proud t o say that you all rose t o the occasion! You were there
as we walked for hunger, as we sorted and prepared for the summer yard sale, and as we
crafted and baked for the fall fair. You opened your hearts and your wallets as we sponsored
two families for our angel tree this past Christmas, and spent your time baking and delivering
cookies t o those who aren't able t o make it out of the house at Easter. I have said it many times
before, and I will say it again—though we may be a small congregation, the amount of love and
compassion emanating from this church is truly remarkable.
This church has also worked hard to be a place for that community to gather. We once again
hosted the community Thanksgiving dinner, providing a place for anyone in Thomaston t o enjoy
a free and home cooked holiday meal. The boy and cub scouts have been able t o host events
and meet regularly within our walls, and the jingle bell express elves were able to get dressed
and warm up here at our church. We've also added t w o regularly meeting groups, a music
jam—open t o all musicians in the area who provide free entertainment every Tuesday night,
and a monthly community luncheon—put on by the Thomaston Recreation department,
offering a free meal to our local seniors. A church is more than just a building, it is an important
part of a community, and your willingness to open our doors t o the community's needs is a sign
of vitality.
And so now, with the New Year approaching, I am reflecting not only on the past but also on
what the future holds! I am excited to be walking with all of you as we start a new year of
mission, worship, and fun. I am so excited for our annual events t o come, as well as the new
and exciting things that are in store. This year would not have been what it was without all of

.

you and as I look forward, I am overjoyed that you are all accompanying me on this journey of
faith and love in the life of the Federated Church.
Blessings,
Rev. Vanessa Winters

